Kyiv troops withdraw from villages as Nato says no plans for soldiers on the ground
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Ukraine's military said on Tuesday it had withdrawn from two more villages near the eastern
town of Avdiivka which was captured earlier this month by Russian forces, losing more territory
as support from its Western allies runs short.

A senior commander said troops had consolidated new defensive positions west of Avdiivka,
whose capture was the biggest Russian battlefield gain in nine months. Ukrainian military
spokesperson Dmytro Lykhoviy said troops had pulled back from Sieverne and Stepove, a day
after Kyiv announced it had abandoned the village of Lastochkyne.

"Our forces withdrew from the small villages of Sievierne and Stepove... Heavy battles for

Sievierne went on yesterday in the evening and night," Lykhoviy said, adding that Russia had
taken significant losses in that fight.
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