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But not so fast. The conflict that began in 2003 is far from over for us, and the next chapter -
confronting a Taliban that reasserted itself in Afghanistan while the U.S. was sidetracked in Iraq
- will be expensive and bloody. The death toll for U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan reached
5,000 in June. An additional 80,000 Americans have been wounded or injured since the war in
Iraq began.
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