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What Obama has not mentioned is that, in addition to soldiers and civilians, there is a third
surge in his plan: private military contractors. Yes, another privatized army, such as the one in
Iraq. There, the Halliburtons, Blackwaters and other war profiteers ran rampant, shortchanging
our troops, ripping off taxpayers, killing civilians and doing deep damage to America's good
name.

  
Already, there are 71,000 private contractors operating in Afghanistan, and many more are
preparing to deploy as Pentagon spending ramps up for Obama's war. The military is now
offering new contracts to security firms to provide armed employees (aka, mercenaries) to
guard U.S. bases and convoys. Despite the widespread contractor abuses in Iraq, Pentagon
chief Robert Gates defends the ongoing privatization push: "The use of contractor security
personnel is vital to supporting the forward-operating bases in certain parts of the country," he
declared in a February letter to the Senate Armed Services Committee.
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