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When it comes to the issue of nuclear weapons in the Middle East, there is an elephant in the
room that nobody wants to acknowledge and that elephant is Israel's large nuclear bomb
arsenal. First we went after non-existent nuclear weapons in Iraq and now we are consumed
with the possibility that Iran might develop nuclear weapons in the future. But what nobody
wants to talk about is the fact that Israel has had a secret nuclear weapons program for over 30
years that has produced well over 200 nuclear bombs. Ever since Mordechai Vanunu, the
Israeli nuclear technician, confirmed the existence of Israel’s nuclear weapons program with his
photographs of the secret underground bomb facility that were published in the London Sunday
Times in 1986, the world has known that Israel has been making nuclear bombs but has
pretended that they do not exist. If we truly want to stop the nuclear arms race in the Middle
East, we must require that Israel open its nuclear weapons program to inspection. Israel is not a
member of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and refuses to officially confirm or deny having
a nuclear arsenal, or to having developed nuclear weapons, or even to having a nuclear
weapons program. If we want Iran to renounce nuclear weapons, we must also get Israel to
stop building bombs in secret and begin dismantling its large nuclear arsenal. Our goal must be
a nuclear free Middle East and this must include Israel.
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