South Africa calls on Israel to stop military offensive in Gaza
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"The South African government has expressed its view that Israeli airstrikes are a violation of
international humanitarian law and human rights law," he said. "The South African government
has called on the Israeli government to stop military onslaught in Gaza and to immediately and
unconditionally withdraw its forces."

"These Israeli airstrikes also represent an excessive and disproportionate use of force by
Israel," he said. "In excess of 1,000 deaths, including approximately 350 children, and
thousands more injured are unjustifiable."

"We join the (UN) secretary-general in reiterating Israel's obligation to uphold international

humanitarian and human rights law and condemn its excessive use of force leading to the killing
and injuring of civilians," he said.
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