Inexplicable Wealth of Afghan Elite Sows Bitterness
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Seven years after the fall of the Taliban and the establishment of a civilian-led, internationally
backed government, Afghanistan remains one of the poorest countries in the world, with rates of
unemployment, illiteracy, infant mortality and malnutrition on a par with the most impoverished
nations in sub-Saharan Africa.

Yet against this grim backdrop, pockets of wealth have mysteriously sprung up in Kabul and
other cities. Officials who earn modest salaries on paper have built fantasy mansions, and
former militia commanders with no visible means of support roar around the muddy streets in
convoys of sport-utility vehicles, spattering the burqa-covered widows who squat at
intersections with their hands held out.
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TVNL Comment: This is the corrupt government that the US supports, kills, and dies for.
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