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Although the "surge" has failed as policy, it appears to be succeeding as propaganda. It seems
to be the only thing that supporters of the war have to point to, and so they point, and they point,
and they point. Allow me to point out that while there has been a reduction in violence in Iraq --
now down to a level that virtually any other society in the world would find horrible and
intolerable, including Iraqi society before the US invasion and occupation -- we must keep in
mind that thanks to this lovely little war more than half the population of Iraq is either dead,

crippled, traumatized, confined in overflowing American and Iraqi prisons, internally displaced,
or in foreign exile.
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