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Tony Blair today admitted to brushing aside warnings that invading Iraq would be unlawful and
made clear his overriding priority, even at the expense of opposition and secrecy at home, was
to maintain a close relationship with the US president.

In four hours of testimony to the Chilcot inquiry, ending with expressions of regret for lives lost
that provoked jeers from relatives of the dead, Blair disclosed that he privately told George Bush
he could "count on us" in helping get rid of Saddam Hussein, an aim, he said, for which his
government should be "gung-ho".

      

A move from Britain to back off after the UN refused to support military action, would have had
"disastrous consequences for a tough stance on WMD and its proliferation – and for our
strategic relationship with the US, our key ally", Blair said.

He acknowledged the cabinet might not have seen official papers about plans for war, but said
ministers would have been aware of the plans from the media.

The former prime minister came to the Chilcot inquiry early this morning, perhaps to avoid an
anticipated large number of protesters. Barely 50 were there. More arrived later but were almost
outnumbered by a large police presence.

Throughout the hearings, and only occasionally subjected to sharp questioning, Blair described
how he told Bush during a phone conversation in December 2001, well over a year before the
invasion, that "if [regime change] became the only way of dealing with this issue, we were going
to be up for that".

Inquiry documents show how government lawyers, including Lord Goldsmith, the attorney
general, repeatedly warned that regime change as an objective of military action would be
unlawful.
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