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Since 2007, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) - with the support of the United
States, Israel and European allies UK, France and Germany - has been demanding that Iran
explain a set of purported internal documents portraying a covert Iranian military program of
research and development of nuclear weapons.

  

The "laptop documents," supposedly obtained from a stolen Iranian computer by an unknown
source and given to US intelligence in 2004, include a series of drawings of a missile re-entry
vehicle that appears to be an effort to accommodate a nuclear weapon, as well as reports on
high explosives testing for what appeared to be a detonator for a nuclear weapon.

      

In one report after another, the IAEA has suggested that Iran has failed to cooperate with its
inquiry into that alleged research, and that the agency, therefore, cannot verify that it has not
diverted nuclear material to military purposes.

That issue remains central to US policy toward Iran. The Obama administration says there can
be no diplomatic negotiations with Iran unless Iran satisfies the IAEA fully in regard to the
allegations derived from the documents that it had covert nuclear weapons program.
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