
Is the US Pulling the Plug on Iraqi Workers?
Friday, 27 August 2010 17:54 - 

Early in the morning of July 21, police stormed the offices of the Iraqi Electrical Utility Workers
Union in Basra, the poverty-stricken capital of Iraq's oil-rich south. A shamefaced officer told
Hashmeya Muhsin, the first woman to head a national union in Iraq, that they'd come to carry
out the orders of Electricity Minister Hussain al-Shahristani to shut the union down.

  

As more police arrived, they took the membership records, the files documenting
often-atrocious working conditions, the leaflets for demonstrations protesting Basra's agonizing
power outages, the computers and the phones. Finally, Muhsin and her coworkers were pushed
out and the doors locked.

      

Shahristani's order prohibits all trade union activity in the plants operated by the ministry, closes
union offices, and seizes control of union assets from bank accounts to furniture. The order
says the ministry will determine what rights have been given to union officers, and take them all
away. Anyone who protests, it says, will be arrested under Iraq's Anti-Terrorism Act of 2005.

  

So ended seven years in which workers in the region's power plants have fought for the right to
organize a legal union, to bargain with the electrical ministry, and to stop the contracting-out and
privatization schemes that have threatened their jobs.
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