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A new global treaty banning cluster munitions has come into force. The Convention on Cluster
Munitions bans the stockpiling, use and transfer of virtually all existing cluster bombs, and also
provides for the clearing up of unexploded munitions.

It has been adopted by 108 states, of which 38 have ratified it. First developed during World
War II, cluster bombs contain a number of smaller bomblets designed to cover a large area and
deter an advancing army.

      

Campaigners have hailed the treaty as the most significant disarmament and humanitarian
treaty for a decade.

"This is a triumph of humanitarian values over a cruel and unjust weapon," Thomas Nash,
co-ordinator of the Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC), told the BBC.

"At a time when concern over civilian deaths in conflict is in the news, this treaty stands out as a
clear example of what governments must do to protect civilians and redress the harm already
caused by cluster bombs."
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-10829976

