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WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange said Monday he believes there is evidence of war crimes in
the thousands of pages of leaked U.S. military documents relating to the war in Afghanistan.
The remarks came after WikiLeaks, a whistle-blowing group, posted some 91,000 classified
U.S. military records over the past six years about the war online, including unreported incidents
of Afghan civilian killings and covert operations against Taliban figures.

The White House, Britain and Pakistan have all condemned the release of the documents, one
of the largest unauthorized disclosures in military history.

      

Assange told reporters in London that "it is up to a court to decide really if something in the end
is a crime. That said ... there does appear to be evidence of war crimes in this material."

Assange compared the impact of the released material to the opening of the East German
secret police archives. "This is the equivalent of opening the Stasi archives," he said.

The documents cover much of what the public already knows about the troubled nine-year
conflict: U.S. special operations forces have targeted militants without trial, Afghans have been
killed by accident, and U.S. officials have been infuriated by alleged Pakistani intelligence
cooperation with the very insurgent groups bent on killing Americans.

WikiLeaks posted the documents Sunday. The New York Times, London's Guardian newspaper
and the German weekly Der Spiegel were given early access to the records.
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http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2010-07-25-afghanistan-leaked-records_N.htm?csp=34news

