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German soldiers are wearing their hearts on their sleeves - in the form of a badge that protests
their country's involvement in the war in Afghanistan.

Some troops have taken to wearing the cloth accessory that states - ironically - 'I fight for
Merkel' in a bid to persuade the German Chancellor Angela Merkel to explain exactly what they
are fighting and dying for.

      

The Financial Times Deutschland said: 'With every dead German soldier in Afghanistan, the
calls for an immediate withdrawal grow louder. This reflex shows that the German public is still
not clear about the character of the mission.

'The politicians are largely to blame. Since the beginning of the mission eight years ago they
suppressed a realistic description of the situation... Deaths, injuries, battles and heavy
weaponry -- none of these suit the picture that was painted back then.'
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