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Over one million Iraqis have met violent deaths as a result of the 2003 invasion, according to a
study conducted by the prestigious British polling group, Opinion Research Business (ORB).
These numbers suggest that the invasion and occupation of Iraq rivals the mass killings of the
last century—the human toll exceeds the 800,000 to 900,000 believed killed in the Rwandan
genocide in 1994, and is approaching the number (1.7 million) who died in Cambodia’s
infamous “Killing Fields” during the Khmer Rouge era of the 1970s.

      

The mortality statistics cited in “Is the United States Killing 10,000 Iraqis Every Month?” were
based on another article suitable for Project Censored recognition, a scientific investigation of
deaths caused by the war in Iraq. The original article, published in Lancet in 2006, received
some dismissive coverage when it was released, and then disappeared from view as the
mainstream media returned to reporting biased estimates that placed Iraqi casualties at about
one-tenth the Lancet estimates. The corporate media blackout of the original study extended to
my article as well, and has continued unabated, though The Lancet article has withstood
several waves of criticism, while being confirmed and updated by other studies.

By early 2008, the best estimate, based on extrapolations and replications of The Lancet study,
was that 1.2 million Iraqis had died as a consequence of the war. This figure has not, to my
knowledge, been reported in any mass media outlet in the United States.
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