Blackwater in Pakistan: Gates Confirms
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On Thursday, Defense Secretary Robert Gates confirmed that Blackwater is operating in
Pakistan. In an interview on Express TV, Gates, who was visiting Islamabad, said, "They

[Blackwater and another private security firm, DynCorp] are operating as individual companies
here in Pakistan," according to a DoD transcript of the interview."

Today, the country's senior minister for the North-West Frontier Province (NWFP), Bashir
Bilour, also acknowledged that the company is operating in Pakistan's frontier areas.
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