
Iraq littered with high levels of nuclear and dioxin contamination, study finds
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More than 40 sites across Iraq are contaminated with high levels or radiation and dioxins, with
three decades of war and neglect having left environmental ruin in large parts of the country, an
official Iraqi study has found.

The joint study by the environment, health and science ministries found that scrap metal yards
in and around Baghdad and Basra contain high levels of ionising radiation, which is thought to
be a legacy of depleted uranium used in munitions during the first Gulf war and since the 2003
invasion.
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