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Welcome to the wartime contracting bazaar in Afghanistan. It is a virtual carnival of improbable
characters and shady connections, with former CIA officials and ex-military officers joining
hands with former Taliban and mujahedeen to collect US government funds in the name of the
war effort.

In this grotesque carnival, the US military's contractors are forced to pay suspected insurgents
to protect American supply routes. It is an accepted fact of the military logistics operation in
Afghanistan that the US government funds the very forces American troops are fighting. And it
is a deadly irony, because these funds add up to a huge amount of money for the Taliban.
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