Afghan highway symbol of mission in crisis
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Paid for with U.cc;llars, Afghanistan's Highway 1 was supposed to symbolize a path toward
a bright future when it was repaved five years ago.

The $300 million project smoothed over the highway's rough potholes and cut in half the
12-hour drive time from the capital, Kabul, to the country's political center, Kandahar. But today,

roadside bombs have re-scarred the road, and Taliban militants routinely stage brazen attacks
on its travelers.
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