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On a superficial level, the shift means that most of those representing the United States in the
war will be wearing the scruffy cargo pants, polo shirts, baseball caps and other casual
accouterments favored by overseas contractors rather than the fatigues and flight suits of the
military.

More fundamentally, the contractors who are a majority of the force in what has become the
most important American enterprise abroad are subject to lines of authority that are less
clear-cut than they are for their military colleagues.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/02/world/asia/02contractors.html?partner=rss&amp;emc=rss

