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In his interview with CNN's John King -- his first television interview since leaving the vice
presidency -- Cheney revealed a view of federal power that is incoherent and hypocritical.

According to recently released legal memos from the Bush-Cheney administration, the former
vice president believes that the federal government can ignore the First Amendment and
suppress free speech and freedom of the press as part of its "war on terror."

  

Former Vice President Cheney also believes, according to these same memos, that the federal
government can send troops to burst into the homes of American citizens without a search
warrant, despite the Fourth Amendment's protection against such unreasonable searches. He
believes that the federal government has the right to arrest an American citizen on American
soil and hold him in prison without charges. He believes that the federal government can listen
in on your phone conversations without a court order.

Cheney believes that the federal government can ignore the Geneva Conventions, binding
treaties largely written by the United States, signed by the president and ratified by the Senate.
He believes that the federal government can commit torture, despite laws and treaties making
torture a crime.
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