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Despite keeping Defense Secretary Robert Gates in the Pentagon, President-elect Obama’s
transition team informed 90 Bush appointees their services will not be needed after Inauguration
Day.

Scott Gration, a senior official on Obama’s transition team, called and emailed several of
President Bush’s Pentagon appointees about 10 days ago to inform them they were being
dismissed. 

Out of roughly 250 political appointees, 90 were dismissed.

Traditionally political appointees resign at the end of a president’s term, leaving the new
commander in chief to put his own team in place but with Gates staying in the top Pentagon job
there was reason to believe many of his staff would also stay.

The Obama team noted that a majority of the political appointees will remain in place.

TVNL Comment: "The Obama team noted that a majority of the political appointees will
remain in place." How is that for "change?"
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