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In yet another attempt at revisionist history by the outgoing Bush administration, vice-president
Dick Cheney, in an exclusive interview with ABC News, took exception to former presidential
adviser Karl Rove's contention that the US would not have gone to war if available intelligence
before the invasion had shown Iraq not to possess weapons of mass destruction. Cheney noted
that the only thing the US got wrong on Iraq was that there were no stockpiles of WMD at the
time of the 2003 invasion. "What they found was that Saddam Hussein still had the capability to
produce weapons of mass destruction. He had the technology, he had the people, he had the
basic feed stock."

  
The vice-president should re-check both his history and his facts. Just prior to President Bush's
decision to invade Iraq, the UN had teams of weapons inspectors operating inside Iraq,
blanketing the totality of Iraq's industrial infrastructure. They found no evidence of either
retained WMD, or efforts undertaken by Iraq to reconstitute a WMD manufacturing capability.
Whatever dual-use industrial capability that did exist (so-called because the industrial processes
involved to produce legitimate civilian or military items could, if modified, be used to produce
materials associated with WMD) had been so degraded as a result of economic sanctions and
war that any meaningful WMD production was almost moot. To say that Saddam had the
capability or the technology to produce WMD at the time of the US invasion is a gross
misrepresentation of the facts. 
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