Common Cause Asks Court About Thomas Speech at Koch Brothers Event
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Discrepancies in reports about an appearance by Justice Clarence Thomas at a political retreat
for wealthy conservatives three years ago have prompted new questions to the Supreme Court
from a group that advocates changing campaign finance laws.

When questions were first raised about the retreat last month, a court spokeswoman said
Justice Thomas had made a “brief drop-by” at the event in Palm Springs, Calif., in January 2008
and had given a talk.

In his financial disclosure report for that year, however, Justice Thomas reported that the
Federalist Society, a prominent conservative legal group, had reimbursed him an undisclosed
amount for four days of “transportation, meals and accommodations” over the weekend of the
retreat. The event is organized by Charles and David Koch, brothers who have used millions of
dollars from the energy conglomerate they run in Wichita, Kan., to finance conservative causes.

Arn Pearson, a vice president at the advocacy group Common Cause, said the two statements
appeared at odds. His group sent a letter to the Supreme Court on Monday asking for “further
clarification” as to whether the justice spent four days at the retreat for the entire event or was
there only briefly.
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