Justice Thomas’s Wife Sets Up a Conservative Lobbying Shop
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The wife of Justice Clarence Thomas, who has raised her political profile in the last year
through her outspoken conservative activism, is rebranding herself as a lobbyist and
self-appointed “ambassador to the Tea Party movement.”

Virginia Thomas, the justice’s wife, said on libertyinc.co, a Web site for her new political
consulting business, that she saw herself as an advocate for “liberty-loving citizens” who
favored limited government, free enterprise and other core conservative issues. She promised
to use her “experience and connections” to help clients raise money and increase their political
impact.

Justice Thomas “should not be sitting on a case or reviewing a statute that his wife has lobbied
for,” said Monroe H. Freedman, a Hofstra Law School professor specializing in legal ethics. “If
the judge’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned, that creates a perception problem.”
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