New GOP wave pushes pro-business agenda in states
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Having won big in the fall elections, Republicans preparing to take over statehouses around the
country are proposing to cut corporate taxes, weaken union clout and rewrite laws on
discrimination, whistle-blowers and injured workers to the benefit of employers.

In short, they intend to push through a business lobbyist's wish list. In some cases, these
priorities may even take preference over their short-term costs to state governments, many of
which will start the year billions of dollars short.

"It's going to be a good year for businesses," said Missouri Sen. Brad Lager, the commerce
committee chairman in a state where Republicans won historic legislative majorities.

When a new wave of politicians takes office in January, Republicans will hold a majority of
governorships and their greatest number of state legislative seats since 1928 - giving them the
muscle to enact the pro-business agenda they promised to voters concerned about high
unemployment and an economy that has yet to make its big rebound following the Great
Recession.

But those pro-business policies are in some cases theories - not yet clearly proven to create
jobs. Next year could initiate a historic test of these ideas. And if they do work, the measures
could take some time to produce the kind of growth that results in higher tax revenue for
cash-strapped states.
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