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The Associated Press reports that Oklahoma tea party leaders, “frustrated by recent political
setbacks,” are working with right-wing Republicans in the Oklahoma legislature to create a new
“volunteer militia to help defend against what they believe are improper federal infringements on
state sovereignty.”

  

State Sen. Randy Brogdon (R-OK) and State Rep. Charles Key (R-OK) have met with tea party
leaders, like J.W. Berry of the Tulsa-based OKforTea group, to plan legislation for a
state-authorized militia.

      

Brogdon, who is running for Governor and sponsored the right-wing anti-health reform “state
sovereignty” resolution in his state, explained that he believes his anti-federal government militia
has constitutional backing:

 The founding fathers “were not referring to a turkey shoot or a quail hunt. They really weren’t
even talking about us having the ability to protect ourselves against each other,” Brogdon said.
“The Second Amendment deals directly with the right of an individual to keep and bear arms to
protect themselves from an overreaching federal government.”

But critics say the tea party militia idea could “throw fuel in the fire of radicals.” Even some
Republicans are opposed to Brogdon’s initiative. “If the intent is to create a militia for disaster
relief, we have the National Guard,” said Sen. Steve Russell, (R-OK), a retired Army lieutenant
colonel. “Anything beyond that purpose should be viewed with great concern and caution.”
Indeed, the news of the state-sponsored militia movement arrives shortly before the 15th
anniversary of the Oklahoma City bombing, on April 19.
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http://thinkprogress.org/2010/04/13/oklahoma-turner-diaries/

