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The near-simultaneous appearance of all these movies is to some degree a coincidence, but it
throws into relief the curious fact that early 21st-century culture, in Europe and America, on
screen and in books, is intensely, perhaps morbidly preoccupied with the great political trauma
of the mid-20th century.

The number of Holocaust-related memoirs, novels, documentaries and feature films in the past
decade or so seems to defy quantification, and their proliferation raises some uncomfortable
questions. Why are there so many? Why now? And more queasily, could there be too many?
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