Jury in cocaine case didn't know accused's past
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In 2001, Sean Erez, now 38, pleaded guilty to drug conspiracy in Brooklyn, N.Y., after admitting
to running an ecstasy distribution network that used young Orthodox Jews to smuggle the
"hug drug" out of Amsterdam and into
the U.S.

"The recruiters believed that these couriers would not attract the attention of customs inspectors
because of their conservative background and their religious dress and appearance,” said a
press release issued by the U.S. Attorney's Office in New York.
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