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The National Security Agency has been conducting electronic surveillance of a brother of the
Afghan president, Hamid Karzai, as part of a corruption investigation into his business dealings
in Afghanistan, according to United States officials.

  

The National Security Agency’s wiretapping of Mahmoud Karzai, an older brother of President
Karzai, appears to be part of a larger criminal investigation now under way by federal
prosecutors in New York, according to the officials, who declined to be identified by name
discussing a criminal inquiry.

      

Mahmoud Karzai, who ran restaurants in the United States before the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,
is widely seen as one of the most powerful and well-connected business leaders in Kabul.

  

He has been criticized in Afghanistan for taking advantage of his status as the brother of the
president to engage in insider dealing in real estate, cement and other industries, and he has
angered powerful officials in the Afghan Army by developing a lucrative residential real estate
project on thousands of acres of valuable land in Kandahar that the army claims to own.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/28/world/asia/28inquire.html

