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A Roman Catholic adoption charity's appeal to be allowed to discriminate against gay people
wanting it to place children with them has been rejected. Catholic Care wants exemption from
new anti-discrimination laws so it can comply with Church teaching ruling out homosexual
couples as adoptive parents.

The Charity Commission said gay people were suitable parents and religious views did not
justify discrimination. The Leeds-based charity said it was "very disappointed" and might
appeal.

      

Catholic Care - which had been placing children with adoptive parents for more than 100 years -
was among a dozen Catholic agencies in England and Wales forced to change their policy
towards homosexual people by the equality laws passed in 2007.

BBC religious affairs correspondent Robert Pigott said the others have either closed or cut their
links with the Church. However, Catholic Care tried to change its constitution so that it would be
committed to following Catholic teaching and placing children only with heterosexual parents.
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