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The priest at the center of a German sex-abuse scandal that has embroiled Pope Benedict XVI
was suspended Monday, more than 30 years after the church first heard allegations that he had
molested children.

  

The priest, Peter Hullermann, was suspended after church officials acknowledged in a
statement on Friday that he had continued working with children even after being forbidden in
2008. His supervisor, Prelate Josef Obermaier, resigned, according to the Archdiocese of
Munich and Freising.

In 1980, Benedict, then archbishop there, approved Father Hullermann’s move to Munich after
he was accused of sexually abusing boys in the Diocese of Essen, though on Friday a deputy
took full responsibility for allowing the priest to return to full pastoral duties shortly thereafter.
Father Hullermann was convicted of sexually abusing children in the Bavarian town of Grafing in
June 1986 by a district court in nearby Ebersberg, church officials said Friday.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/16/world/europe/16church.html?ref=global-home

