Marine base's ex-residents, many ill, only now learning of toxic water
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Some estimates are that over a 30-year period, as many as 1 million people were exposed to
well water that contained trichloroethylene (TCE), tetrachloroethylene (PCE), benzene and vinyl
chloride. The chemicals were dumped into storm drains, leaked from fuel tanks or buried in pits

across the base. They seeped through the groundwater and into the wells that fed the base
areas of Hadnot Point and Tarawa Terrace.

A 2007 law required the Marine Corps to warn former residents of the potential danger, but
many, such as Akers, say they've never been contacted.
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