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The Army made critical mistakes in tests of a new body armor design, according to
congressional investigators who recommend an independent review of the trials before the gear
is issued to troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

But Defense Department officials says an outside look isn't needed. In a lengthy response to
the Government Accountability Office report, Pentagon officials acknowledge there were a few
problems during testing of the armor's bullet-blocking plates. But these were minor miscues,
they said, that don't shake their confidence in the overall results.
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