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Over just a few days in late May, when I actively monitored Al Jazeera (although I watched it
almost every evening during a month in Sri Lanka), I was treated to penetrating portraits of
Eritrean and Ethiopian involvement in the Somali war, of the struggle of Niger River rebels
against the Nigerian government in the oil-rich south of the country, of the floods in Bangladesh,
of problems with the South African economy, of the danger that desertification poses to Bedouin
life in northern Sudan, of the environmental devastation around the Aral Sea, of Sikh violence in
India after an attack on a temple in Austria, of foreign Islamic fighters in the southern
Philippines, of microfinancing programs in Kenya, of rigged elections in South Ossetia, of
human-rights demonstrations in Guatemala, and of much more. Al Jazeera covered the election
campaigns in Lebanon and Iran in more detail than anyone else, as well as the Somali war and
the Pakistani army offensive in the Swat Valley. There was, too, an unbiased one-hour
documentary about the Gemayel family of Christian politicians and warlords in Lebanon, and a
half-hour-long investigation of the displacement of the poor from India’s new economic zones.

  

TVNL Comment: You can see Al Jazeera broadcasts right here on our web site . You
have to be a member to view the broadcasts but membership is free.
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