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Four years on, media mostly neglect an ongoing disaster

There are plenty of ongoing stories to be told today. The Institute for Southern Studies report
also highlighted some startling statistics: In addition to the estimated 1 million people still
displaced by Katrina, rents in the New Orleans area have increased by 40 percent since the
hurricane, and an estimated 11,000 people are currently homeless there. The report also
reveals striking racial disparities in the impacts: Less than 49 percent of households in the
largely African-American and working class Lower 9th Ward in New Orleans are actively
receiving mail today (compared to 76 percent city-wide), for example, and black children's
enroliment in public and private schools dropped from 49 percent of all students to 43 percent.
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