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Iraqis and other Arabs erupted in glee Monday at the shoe attack on George W. Bush. Far from
a joke, many in the Mideast saw the act by an Iraqi journalist as heroic, expressing the deep,
personal contempt many feel for the American leader they blame for years of bloodshed, chaos
and the suffering of civilians.

Images of Bush ducking the fast-flying shoes at a Baghdad press conference, aired repeatedly
on Arab satellite TV networks, were cathartic for many in the Middle East, who have for years
felt their own leaders kowtow to the American president.
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