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Two senior British counterterrorism officials have in recent days criticized the United States for
what they described as its overly militaristic approach to fighting terrorism and warned of a
further erosion of civil liberties.

One of the officials, Dame Stella Rimington, a former head of the country's domestic intelligence
agency, said that she hoped the next American president "would stop using the phrase 'war on
terror."' She also said there had been a "huge overreaction" to the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.
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