Nepal scrambles to organize quake relief, many flee capital
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Nepalse officials sambled on Monday to get aid from the main airport to people left homeless
and hungry by a devastating earthquake two days earlier, while thousands tired of waiting fled
the capital Kathmandu for the surrounding plains.

By afternoon, the death toll from Saturday's 7.9 magnitude earthquake had climbed to more
than 3,700, and reports trickling in from remote areas suggested it would rise significantly.

A senior interior ministry official said it could reach as much as 5,000, in the worse such disaster
in Nepal since 1934, when 8,500 people were killed.

Kathmandu's Tribhuvan International Airport was hobbled by many employees not showing up

for work, people trying to get out, and a series of aftershocks which forced it to close several
times since the quake.
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