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Egypt's embattled President Hosni Mubarak abruptly stepped down as president, ending his
30-year-rein, and Egyptian armed forces will take over the leadership of the country, vice
president Omar Suleiman announced today.

  

Crowds gathered in Cairo's Tahrir Square erupted into loud cheers, chanting "Egypt is free," as
the historic announcement was made.

      

"My fellow citizens. In this difficult time that the country is going through, the president
Mohamed Hosni Mubarak has decided to relieve himself of his position as president and the
Supreme military council has taken control of the state's affairs. May God protect us," Suleiman
said during his somber one-minute announcement on TV.

  

Mubarak left the presidential palace in Cairo earlier today as protesters kept the pressure on the
government to force Mubarak out of office.
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http://abcnews.go.com/International/egypt-mubarak-steps-president-cairo-erupts-joy/story?id=12891572

