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A top European official was accused of antisemitism tonight after declaring that there was little
point in engaging in rational argument with Jews and suggesting that the latest Middle East
peace talks were doomed because of the power of the Jewish lobby in Washington.

      

"Don't underestimate the opinion … of the average Jew outside Israel," he told the radio station.
"There is indeed a belief – it's difficult to describe it otherwise – among most Jews that they are
right. And a belief is something that's difficult to counter with rational arguments. And it's not so
much whether these are religious Jews or not. Lay Jews also share the same belief that they
are right. So it is not easy to have, even with moderate Jews, a rational discussion about what is
actually happening in the Middle East."
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