Irish attempts to grapple with abuse frustrated by Rome
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Rome csiétently fripbed up the Irish church as it attempted to come to grips with the issue of
clerical child sex abuse, and Cardinal Hummes — who is taking part in this week’s discussions

with Pope Benedict XVI, his senior curial colleagues and 24 Irish bishops — is uniquely placed to
understand just how.

He is prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy which refused to give recognition to child
protection guidelines introduced by the Irish bishops in their 1996 Framework Document and
again in their updated 2005 Our Children, Our Church document.
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