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Cuba, just as it had done under similar circumstances, when Hurricane Katrina caused huge
devastation in the city of New Orleans and the lives of thousands of American citizens were in
danger, offered to send a full medical brigade to cooperate with the people of the United States,
a country that, as is well known, has vast resources.  But at that moment what was needed
were trained and well- equipped doctors to save lives. Given New Orleans geographical
location, more than one thousand doctors of the "Henry Reeve" contingent mobilized and
readied to leave for that city at any time of the day or the night, carrying with them the
necessary medicines and equipment.  It never crossed our mind that the President of that
nation would reject the offer and let a number of Americans that could have been saved to die. 
The mistake made by that government was perhaps the inability to understand that the people
of Cuba do not see in the American people an
enemy; it does not blame it for the aggressions our homeland has suffered.
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