Israel learns of a hidden shame in its early years
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For 54 years the fate of a young Bedouin girl who disappeared in the Negev desert was
relegated to rumour and a single entry in the diary of David Ben-Gurion, the prime minister of

the fledgling Israeli state.

Now the Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz has used previously classified army documents to reveal
the full story of what Mr Ben-Gurion called a "horrific atrocity".
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