Cheney Admits Authorizing Detainee's Torture
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When asked by ABC News reporter Jonathan Karl whether he approved of interrogation tactics
used against a so-called "high value prisoner" at the controversial Guantanamo Bay prison, Mr.
Cheney, in a break from his history of being press-shy, admitted to giving official sanctioning of
torture.

"I supported it," he said regarding the practice known as "water-boarding," a form of simulated
drowning. After World War Il, Japanese soldiers were tried and convicted of war crimes in US
courts for water-boarding, a practice which the outgoing Bush administration attempted to
enshrine in policy.

"l was aware of the program, certainly, and involved in helping get the process cleared, as the

agency in effect came in and wanted to know what they could and couldn't do," Cheney said.
"And they talked to me, as well as others, to explain what they wanted to do. And | supported it."
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