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I recently sat down for 90 minutes to speak with six Afghan judges, all of them women, and an
English-Dari interpreter, a man.  They spoke to me as individuals.  They aren't preparing any
investigations or indictments.

  

The relevance of their being judges is that they know the law.  They've studied international law,
and they were visiting the United States to learn about our legal and political systems.  They
believe the United States is guilty of war crimes.

      

I was the one who raised the subject.  I pointed to Italian convictions of CIA agents for
kidnapping, Spanish investigations of U.S. officials for torture, etc., and asked what these
judges' views were on international law violations, universal jurisdiction, and what appear to be
clear crimes committed by the United States in Afghanistan.

The first judge to reply spoke of the horrors of the Taliban, and of the initial gratitude for the U.S.
overthrow of the Taliban 10 years ago.  But, she said, the mission changed to one of fighting
terrorism, and through that "we lost all of our civil rights."  She described U.S. troops kicking in
doors of houses at night with women and girls asleep in their beds.  She described
disappearances and accounts of torture.  What the United States and NATO are doing, seizing
people, locking them up, disappearing them, and torturing them is clearly illegal and against
international law, she said.  According to international treaties, she went on, when one country
occupies another, the host country does not lose its sovereignty, and yet all decisions are now
being made by the occupying country without any say by the Afghan government.

A second judge spoke up.  "Your Constitution speaks of freedom and a people's government,"
she said, "but the United States is running secret prisons, torturing, disappearing people, and
locking people up for years with no due process."  The behavior of the United States, she said,
violates everything that she and her colleagues were being taught the United States stands for. 
"It may seem trivial," she continued, "but it effects our daily lives."  If a member of the
international occupying forces gets into a hit and run with their car, and you go to the base to
complain, you are threatened.  They have total immunity from any rule of law, she explained.
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