West Bank farce: Palestinian 'settlement’ plan
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Under the the Oslo Peace Accords signed in 1994, Israel has full control of about 60% of the
occupied West Bank. Palestinians have full control and building rights in only a small proportion
of the territory, about 17% of the total. The Oslo accords were only meant to be temporary, but
their provisions have lasted 16 years. And therein lies a big problem with the Rawabi proposals.

The Palestinians control the land on which Rawabi will be built, but not the area through which
its access road will have to go. Israel has yet to grant permission for the road, which will be
essential for the project to succeed. At the moment, the only way to access the site is via a
narrow and bumpy back road.
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