Gaza Fishermen Fight to Keep a Way of Life Alive
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cordi to Mhammed Hessey, general secretary of Gaza's Fishing Workers Trade Union,
established in 1998, Israel waited just four years before unilaterally reducing the officially
allowed fishing zone to 10 miles from shore.

Then, when resistance fighters kidnapped Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit in 2006, the approved
fishing zone was ratcheted down to six miles. Following Israel's latest attack on Gaza in
December 2008 and January 2009, it was reduced once again to three miles. But even that

zone isn't always honored. Israeli gun boats have been known to attack Gaza fishermen just
one or two miles from the shore.
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