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Chuck Stauffer’s insurance covered the surgery to remove his brain tumor. It covered his brain
scans. And it would have paid fully for tens of thousands of dollars of intravenous chemotherapy
at a doctor’s office or hospital.

But his insurance covered hardly any of the cost of the cancer pills the doctor prescribed for him
to take at home. Mr. Stauffer, a 62-year-old Oregon farmer, had to pay $5,500 for the first
42-day supply of the drug, Temodar, and $1,700 a month after that.
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