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Half of all American doctors responding to a nationwide survey say they regularly prescribe
placebos to patients. The results trouble medical ethicists, who say more research is needed to
determine whether doctors must deceive patients in order for placebos to work.

The most common placebos the American doctors reported using were headache pills and
vitamins, but a significant number also reported prescribing antibiotics and sedatives
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http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/24/health/24placebo.html?ref=health

