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Scientists say they have made a dramatic breakthrough in understanding the cause of chronic
fatigue syndrome – a debilitating condition affecting 250,000 people in Britain which for decades
has defied a rational medical explanation.

The researchers have discovered a strong link between chronic fatigue syndrome, which is
sometimes known as ME or myalgic encephalomyelitis, and an obscure retrovirus related to a
group of viruses found to infect mice.
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